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May 17, 2019 

Memorandum of Support 

A.2404 (Fahy)/ S.5985 (Breslin) 

The Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities (CICU) strongly supports 
expanding the masters-in-education teacher incentive scholarship program to students 
choosing to attend a private not-for-profit college or university (A.2404/ S.5985).  

Enacted in April 2015, the masters-in-education teacher incentive scholarship program offers 
up to 500 awards in an amount up to the annual tuition charged at a public college or university 
to state residents seeking to enroll in a masters of education degree program at a New York 
State public institution of higher education. Resident students who pursue a masters of 
education degree at one of the state’s private, not-for-profit colleges are denied access to this 
financial aid, even though private colleges serve almost 300,000 New Yorkers and are a vital 
part of the state’s higher education infrastructure. As it does with the Tuition Assistance 
Program (TAP), policymakers should allow students to take the value of their state aid grants 
to the college or university that represents the best fit for them, either private or public. In 
fairness to the nearly 300,000 New Yorkers who choose to attend an independent college or 
university as the best opportunity for academic and career success, student aid available under 
the masters-in-education scholarship program should not be limited to only those students 
who agree to attend a public university. 

New York State has always set a high bar in education with its highly competent teacher 
workforce. To continue this tradition of excellence, it is crucial to expand the masters-in-
education teacher incentive scholarship program. As private, not-for-profit colleges and 
universities confer 65 percent of the masters in education degrees in the state, we ask that this 
program be expanded to apply to students in our sector.  

All high-achieving students should be incentivized to pursue teaching as a profession 
regardless of the college or university they choose to attend. We strongly believe that any effort 
to supplement existing state financial aid must treat all New Yorkers the same, regardless of 
whether they want to attend one of our 100+ private colleges or a SUNY or CUNY campus. 
Expanding the scholarship program and leveraging all New York State colleges and 
universities will provide greater access, diversity and most importantly allow students to 
choose the college that is their best fit. The FY 2019-20 appropriation for this program is $3 million 
but HESC projects only needing $989,000 to fund roughly 92 awards. Expanding this program to students 
at private, not-for-profit colleges can be done at no additional cost to the state since the program is currently 
undersubscribed. 

For these reasons the Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities supports this 
legislation and urges the legislature to pass it.   


