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June 12, 2019
Memorandum of Concern
A.3876 (Englebright) / S.2992 (Kaminsky)
The Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities (CICU) has concerns regarding A.3876/
S.2992, the Climate and Community Protection Act (CCPA), a bill which would create strict emissions
controls across the state. CICU represents more than 100 private, not-for-profit colleges and
universities in New York State, who educate almost 500,000 students annually.
CICU applauds the legislature for taking an active role in working to mitigate the impact of climate
change. Private, not-for-profit colleges and universities across the state are committed to combatting
climate change, as evidenced by the cutting-edge research and scholarship taking place on our
campuses to address the issue and by campus-specific efforts to reduce their carbon footprint. CICU
members are national leaders in developing on-campus solutions to lower emissions, enacting
sustainability policies, and working towards greener communities.
However, CICU has real concerns that the sweeping approach contemplated in this legislation would
place the state’s economic foundation at a competitive disadvantage relative to other states and nations
that refuse to bear as much of the obligation for reducing carbon emissions.
A statutorily mandated move to zero carbon emissions must be accompanied by the availability of
affordable energy alternatives, a recognition of the competitive challenges that a “New York only”
approach presents, and meaningful financial support from the state so that the cost of this initiative is
not borne by students. Unfunded mandates of this magnitude, however well-intentioned, could
compound the cost challenges campuses already face. A potential alternative direction is to build upon
and support the actions many colleges and universities have taken to lower net emissions,
understanding that a true zero emission rate may not be feasible with current technology.
Colleges and universities look forward to partnering with the state to find solutions that are practical
and will help to protect our shared environment.

