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SFY 2018-19 Legislative Priorities
Invest in Students; Help Families Prepare for Higher Education
Empower students to choose the college or university where they have the best chance of being successful. Student aid
makes it possible for individuals to achieve greater earning potential, realize lower rates of unemployment and better
the odds for improving the quality of life in their communities.
• Fully fund the Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) without restrictions that would make it more
difficult for students to qualify.
• Modify the Enhanced Tuition Awards program to attract additional participants:
• Remove government-imposed cap on tuition charges. These caps require that campuses
constrain revenues despite rising costs for financial aid, personnel costs (including health
benefits), maintenance and research. Tuition caps on some students also drive higher costs for
others.
• Permit campuses to recognize existing campus-provided institutional grant aid; and
• Provide for a separate match requirement for minority-serving institutions.
• Increase funding for Direct Institutional “Bundy” Aid commensurate with the percentage increase
in funding provided for the State University (SUNY) and City University of New York (CUNY)
to ensure state residents have a diverse array of higher education options.
• Expand the tax deduction for New York’s 529 Plan to encourage families to save for higher
education expenses.
• Reinvent the Graduate Tuition Assistance Program (Grad TAP) to reduce borrowing for graduate
education, a leading driver of overall student debt.
• Double funding for opportunity programs between 2015 and 2020 to help meet demand for these
proven programs:
• Arthur O. Eve Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP);
• Science and Technology Entry programs (STEP/C-STEP); and
• Liberty Partnerships Program (LPP).
Grow New York’s Economy; Incentivize Collaboration
Leverage higher education for economic growth and job creation. Independent higher education is among New York
State’s most significant sectors with an annual economic impact of nearly $80 billion annually.
• Renew the Higher Education Capital (HECap) Matching Grant Program to meet critical
infrastructure needs while creating jobs in regions across the state.
• Create a Higher Education Shared Services Incentive Fund that colleges and universities can
access as they work to find efficiencies for real, recurring operational savings. By identifying
collaborative opportunities for shared services between as many campuses as possible, the state
can preserve the diversity of its higher education ecosystem while mitigating the costs of delivering
world-class higher education.
Make a Statement: New York Believes in Science
Higher education is one of New York State’s most significant industries and, in partnership with the state, public and
private colleges and universities could help New York become America’s leader in the research that ultimately drives
economic development and boosts quality of life. The state should invest in the ideas, talent and state-of-art facilities
that are critical ingredients to a thriving high-tech economy.
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