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About the Commission on Independent
Colleges and Universities (cIcu)

Laura L. Anglin, President

cIcu is the statewide membership association 
representing the public policy interests of the 
chief executives of more than 100 independent 
(private, not-for-profit) colleges and universities 
located in New York State.

Founded in 1956 as a 501(c)(3) organization, and
incorporated in 1972, cIcu enables a wide diversity 
of campuses to speak with one voice. Its unified
approach to ensuring higher education quality,
access, diversity, and choice has benefited colleges
and students through a host of advancements – 
many critical to the shape of independent higher
education today.

Although not a government agency, cIcu is an
educational corporation formed under the New York
State Regents. Its mission is to develop consensus
among a diverse membership and to advance higher
education public policy at the state and federal levels.
The Commission is the liaison between the New York
State Executive Chamber, Legislature, Board of
Regents, Commissioner of Education and the State
Education Department, the Higher Education Services
Corporation (HESC) and other state and federal agen-
cies involved with higher education, the chancellors of
the State University  (SUNY) and City University
(CUNY), and the proprietary sector.

cIcu is governed by a Board of Trustees composed
of chief executive officers and institutional trustees 
of member campuses and reflects the diversity of the
cIcu membership in terms of institutional type, size,
and geographic location. 

For biographies of cIcu Board members, 
visit www.cicu.org/about/board.php

Laura L. Anglin is the seventh president of the
Commission on Independent Colleges and
Universities (cIcu), assuming that position in 2009.
Most recently, she served as New
York State’s Budget Director under
Governor David A. Paterson, after
being appointed to that position in
2008 by Governor Eliot Spitzer. She
also served as First Deputy Budget
Director in 2007. 

Previously, Ms. Anglin served as
Deputy Comptroller for the State of
New York. Prior to that, she spent
several years at the New York State Assembly, starting
as a fiscal analyst and reaching the position of Budget
Director and First Deputy Fiscal Director for the
Assembly Ways and Means Committee under
Speaker Sheldon Silver.

During her career, Ms. Anglin also served as an
economist with the Department of Environmental
Conservation and an econometrician with the
Department of Taxation and Finance.

Ms. Anglin has served on many boards and 
commissions including the Commission on
Metropolitan Transportation Authority Financing,
the Local Government Assistance Corporation 
(Vice Chair), the Public Authorities Control Board
(Chair), and the Committee on Open Government.

Ms. Anglin received her undergraduate and 
master’s degrees in economics from the State
University of New York at Albany.

Visit www.cicu.org/interview.php to read 
an interview with Laura Anglin and her 
complete biography.

For a complete staff directory, visit
www.cicu.org/about/staff.php
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Legislation 
cIcu works with state and federal policymakers 

to protect and advance programs and legislation that
support higher education access and institutional aid.
Our principal priorities include the Tuition Assistance
Program, Direct Institutional (“Bundy”) Aid, the
Higher Education Opportunity Program, the 
Higher Education Capital Matching Grants Program,
Pell Grants, and Campus-Based Aid programs,
among others.

To learn more about key state aid programs, 
visit www.cicu.org/learnmore/stateaid.php

Regulation
Working with the New York State Board of

Regents and the State Education Department, cIcu
seeks a regulatory environment based on outcomes
rather than inputs, and that encourages voluntary
and innovative action by colleges and universities.

Public Affairs 
An array of print and electronic communications

vehicles provide timely information to members, 
legislators, the media, and other stakeholders. cIcu
develops advocacy and media relations strategies,
seeks promotional opportunities for members, and
hosts events for campus constituencies. A Web site for
journalists, policymakers and the cIcu membership 
at colleges and universities provides information 
online: www.cicu.org.

250 Years of History cIcu’s Expertise

New York State has a unique and complementary
system of higher education. With the Independent
Sector, the State University (SUNY), and the 
City University (CUNY) systems focusing on 
different core strengths, the Empire State’s colleges 
and universities serve nearly 1.2 million students
annually. Since the early days of the nation, our 
state and federal governments have recognized the
importance of supporting both independent and
public colleges and the students they serve. Below 
is a timeline of selected significant developments:

1754 New York State’s first college, King’s College, now Columbia University, founded.

1784 The State’s early Constitution creates The University of the State of New York as 
an integrated, comprehensive system of higher education. (All institutions 
within that “University” were private.)

1862 Under the Morrill Act, New York State chooses Cornell University as its Land 
Grant institution, awarding one student from each Assembly district a full-tuition
scholarship. (Only one other state, Massachusetts, has an independent Land 
Grant institution, MIT.)

1948 The Temporary Commission on the Need for a State University recommends: 
(1) creation of the State University of New York (SUNY); (2) expanding the 
City College of New York to create CUNY; (3) increasing scholarships to 
broaden access to the Independent Sector.

1956 Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities founded.

1968 The Select Committee on the Future of Private and Independent Higher 
Education in New York State (Bundy Commission) recommends direct aid to 
independent colleges based on the number and level of degrees each confers
annually. Direct Institutional (“Bundy”) Aid program conceived.

1969 Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) initiated. 

1974 Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) created; $1,500 maximum grant.

1986 Collegiate Science and Technology Entry Program (C-STEP) begun. 

1988 Liberty Partnerships Programs established.

2000 TAP maximum award increased to $5,000.

2005 Higher Education Capital Matching Grants Program approved granting $150 
million in state capital support for independent colleges and universities.

2005 Nursing Faculty Scholarship and Loan Forgiveness Program created.

2006 Part-Time Tuition Assistance Program first offered to students at independent 
colleges.

2007 State Aid Awards for High Needs Nursing Programs at Independent Colleges 
and Universities established. 

2009 New York Higher Education Loan Program (NYHELPs) established.

Go to the Web: 
www.cicu.org



Outreach Activities and Programs
cIcu’s pre-college outreach programs produce 

helpful resources for students, parents, and schools
about cIcu’s member colleges and universities, 
admissions, and financial aid. Available free of charge,
publications such as Affording College, Your College
Search, “College Connections,” and other periodic
newsletters, along with workshops and professional
development opportunities provide information to
middle and high school students, their families, and
school-based staff and administrators, as does the
informative Web site: www.nycolleges.org.

Collaborative Purchasing 
cIcu offers voluntary purchasing programs for 

its members, helping to reduce operating costs in 
areas from student health to telecommunications 
and technology. 

Research and Planning
cIcu’s research into trends in enrollment, 

graduation rates, economic impact, state and 
federal aid programs, and other topics offers 
valuable data for decision makers.

Council of Governing Boards 
cIcu coordinates its advocacy efforts with the 

Council of Governing Boards (CGB), a statewide 
association that represents the policy interests of 
more than 3,000 independent college and 
university Trustees.

Facts About Independent Colleges 
and Universities

cIcu’s 100+ member colleges and universities 
compose the largest private sector of higher education
in the world. Collectively, they:

� Enroll 466,000 students including 297,000 
New York State residents. Enrollment at 
independent colleges and universities grew 
18% from 1990 to 2008.

� Award 55% of the baccalaureate degrees, 72% of
the master¹s degrees, and 80% of the doctoral and
first professional degrees earned in the state; grant
63% of the bachelor and graduate degrees and
enroll 39% of the total student population in New
York State  saving taxpayers billions of dollars.

� Educate thousands of low- and moderate-income
state residents. One in three New Yorkers (27%)
enrolled full-time at an independent college comes
from a family that earns less than $40,000 annually;
one in nine have a family income below $20,000
(11%), a percentage that is comparable for SUNY.*

� Serve the most Black and Hispanic students who
earn their bachelor’s degrees in New York State.
Four in 10 Black and Hispanic undergraduate 
students enroll at four-year independent colleges
and universities.

� Contribute $47.5 billion to the economy, employ
180,000 people, and sponsor more than 500
research centers and institutes that are available 
to businesses and the community.

� Educate 17 students for the same level of state 
support it takes to educate one student at SUNY.
State support for students at independent colleges
and universities is less than $1,000 per student 
per year. 

� Provide more than $2.6 billion in financial aid
amounting to $10.28 for every $1 in Tuition
Assistance Program aid.

*Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
National Postsecondary Student Aid Study (NPSAS). Statistics are for dependent
students who are New York residents.

Go to the Web: 
www.nycolleges.org


